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This Sunday is a big day for Colin Becker!—and not just for him, but for his 
parents and family and also for us as a church.  If you do not know  
Colin, you should stop and speak to him.  He’s a cool kid, full of lots of 
questions, who also has a good sense of humor.  This Sunday he is getting 
baptized and confirmed in his walk with God.  It is a big day because we get 
to celebrate and share his joy as he shares his faith with all of us.  The past 
few months of Confirmation classes have helped answer some of his ques-
tions, and maybe even shape his faith; but what is important to all of us is to 
remember that Confirmation Day is not the end of a journey.  In fact, Con-
firmation Day is a celebration of faith and a time for God’s family to rejoice 
in promises made to a future generation, that those seeds of faith planted 
from an early age are starting to bloom.  That is, in a nutshell, Confirmation 
Day:  a celebration of faith.  So come on Sunday and be part of this special 
day!  

Parish Council presents “Sounds of Summer”  
Concert Series   

 
We’ll gather the 3rd Wednesdays of June, July and  
August for entertainment, fellowship, and fundraising! 
 
June 20 — “ED”ertainment with host Ed Thompson,  a 
third-generation missionary, acclaimed recording artist 
and published author, who will share his message of 
hope by mixing music and comedy in a family-

friendly format.  
 

July 18 —The Matthew Miller Group brings their unique Jazz sounds with 
voice, vibraphone, guitar, flute and drums. 
 
August 15—Calvary Quartet of Orland Park, IL, with special guest Royce 
Laverman, will present Southern Gospel Hymns and more! 
 
Each concert evening begins at 6:30 p.m. with refreshments and dessert, with 
the concerts beginning at 7 p.m. and more refreshments after the concert.  A 
Freewill Offering will be received to benefit our Feed My Starving Children 
MobilePack event in November. 
 

Save the dates and invite friends! 



The Pastor’s Corner— 

Bo Mircea, Associate Pastor 

This Sunday, June 3:  We continue 
our sermon series, “ACT-ing as the 
Church,” with a focus on 
“Discipleship” using Acts 2:41-47, 
John 1:35-39 and John 8:31-32.  This 
will be an exciting Sunday as we cel-
ebrate baptisms and communion at 
both services along with confirmation 

at first service— this is worship at its best!!  Pastor 
Dale’s sermon on “Discipleship” will help us under-
stand what it means to be a church that knows and lives 
out the life of discipleship.  
 
Summer is upon us and there is a lot of excitement 
around with so many things coming in the next months. 
Vacation Bible School, Free Lunch Program, Mission 
trips for the youth—there is always something going 
on.  I would encourage you to use this summer time to 
connect with a new activity, something that can get you 
motivated and bring some new people into your life. 
Summer is indeed a great time to connect with people 
and with what God is doing in our church.  
 
In the recent months St. Joe’s Hospital has changed 
their policy regarding sharing patient information.  At 
this time this makes it very difficult for pastors or the 
church’s front office to get any information regarding 
folks in the hospital.  As you know, we would love to 
stop by and visit if you ever find yourself in that situa-
tion, but you have to call the office or let us know. 
Even if Pastoral Care policy might change in the hospi-
tals, Christian love and caring remains at the foundation 
of the Christian Church.  So let us know if you or 
someone you know is in the hospital and would like a 
visit from someone from the church.  

The kitchen renovation is nearing completion, with the 
new stoves and griddle installed.  If you are looking for 
a reason to try them out, this Saturday is our Com-
munity Free Breakfast hosted by our Night Deacons.  I 
am sure they would love your help. 
 
Feed My Starving Children.  During Vacation Bible 
School we will ask the kids participating to raise money 
for this project.  Kids, in the past, have set up lemonade 
stands, car washes or did chores in order to support the 
VBS project.  Every little bit makes a difference, as our 
goal is to raise $23,000 to fully fund the MobilePack 
on  the first Friday and Saturday in November. 
 
 Blessings,  
 
 
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

With Summer vacation now upon us, it’s easy to 
stay current with your pledge in support of the 
life, mission and ministry of First Presbyterian 
Church.  Here are the guidelines for On-Line  
Giving and Text Giving.   
 
For on-line giving, just go to our website—
firstpresjoliet.org— and click on the On-Line 
Giving box on the home page.  You can plug in 
your user e-mail address and set up a password, 
then follow the instructions.  
 
For Text Giving, text an amount to 815-205-3044.  
The first time you text a donation, you will be 
prompted with a one-time registration screen. 
This will assign your mobile number to First 
Pres., and allow you to select what account from 
which your text donation is withdrawn.   

   
 
 
 
In the Hospital:   

Elizabeth Holman & Jim Chelini at Presence  
St. Joseph Medical Center 

 
Thank You: 
“Directing the Glory Ringers has truly been a 
blessing in my life.  Thank you so much for your 
kind words and good wishes as I begin a new 
chapter.  My family and I enjoyed seeing so 
many of you at the wonderful reception on May 
20th.  Thank you so much for your generous gift, 
and for your prayers. 
                         Love, Paula Stimpert 

 



Growing in Christ— 
 

Adult Education Opportunities 

Adult Discussion Groups 
 
 

   Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. — 
 

 Men’s Discussion Group 
All men are invited to participate in a men’s only dis-
cussion group.  This summer we are looking at Paul’s 
Letter to the Galatians.  All men are invited to join 
us at 6:30 p.m. in Room 210 on the following Wednes-
days in June: 

June 6 & 13  
 
 

 
Tuesday “Lunch Bunch” Discussion Group 

Join us as we continue our 6-week study of the Beati-
tudes. Bring your Bible and lunch and join in a SPIRIT-
ed discussion on Tuesdays at noon in Room 210.  We 
will meet on the following Tuesdays in June: 

June 5 & 19    
 

“ACT-ing as the Church”  
Sermon Series 

 
This sermon series is based on Acts 2:41-47, which paints a 
picture of a powerfully transformed community that comes 
together and is literally on fire with the Holy Spirit.  It is a 
passage that defines the essence of growing the church…. 
“So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and 
that day about three thousand persons were added.  And day 
by day the Lord added to their number those who were be-
ing saved.”  We continue the series with: 
 
 June 3:  “Discipleship” 
 June 10:  “Service” 
 June 17:  “Goodwill” 
 
And, looking ahead, the remainder of the summer will in-
clude the following: 
 
June 24 – July 29:  A Refreshing Look at the Lord’s Prayer 
 
August 5 – September 2:  500 Years of Solas 
 
There is more to come on each of these opportunities to see 
how God may be working in and among our community of 
faith. 

                                     
       9:00 a.m.                             10:30 a.m. 
 
June 3  Holly Tomashek  Worship Band 
 
June 10 Brenda & John Savage Worship Band 
                        Men’s Quartet 
 
June 17 Linda Nachtrieb  Worship Band 
  Kristina Wilson    
        
June 24 Karie Endres   Worship Band 
 
Summer Choir sings July 8, 15, 22, 29, and again on August 
26.  This is a great opportunity to join the choir on a short term 
basis.  We rehearse Sunday mornings at 8:20 a.m., before the 
9 a.m. service.  Come join us in July! 

Position Open 

On May 20th we celebrated the music ministry 
of our Handbell Director, Paula Stimpert, who 
will be moving out of state.  We are now begin-
ning our search for a new Handbell Director.  If 
you are interested in this part-time paid position, 
please call the church office.  Or, if you know of 
someone who might like this position, please 
refer them to the details on our website, 
www.firstpresjoliet.org.  Directing experience, a 
knowledge of music theory, and experience in 
church music would be helpful.  Our Handbell 
Choir will help you make the transition to hand-
bells! 



At its regularly scheduled meeting of May 10, 2018, 
the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Joliet,  
voted: 
—to accept Jana Rudisill’s proposal to redecorate the 
Western Avenue Foyer, the Fireside Room Hallway, 
and the North Hall and Vestibule at an estimated cost 
of under $12,500;  
—to allow the Presbyterian Women (PW) to use $750 
from the Merrill Fund to give to Farragut School for 
school supplies for needy students.   

Meal Fellowship 
 
Men’s Breakfast—June 1, 7:30 a.m. at the Old 
Fashioned Pancake House on Jefferson St., Joliet. 
 
Dinner Out Group—June 19, 6 p.m. at Cookie’s 
Restaurant & Lounge, 103 W. Mondamin, Minooka.  
Call Jean or Bob Smietanski, 815-838-7616 to make 
a reservation. 
 
Men’s Dinner Group—June 22, 6 p.m. at Thayer 
Brothers (cash only), 753 Ruby, Joliet.  RSVP to 
Bob Smietanski at 815-838-7616. 

     Church Life —                                                                            
 

Small Groups & Special Events 
2nd Sunday Potluck 

 
Save the date — June 10—for our 2nd Sunday Pot-
luck.  Plan to join us for a great lunch and spend some 
quality time with friends.  We’ll gather right after the 
10:30 a.m. worship service.  Bring a dish to share, 
drop it off in the kitchen, and head to worship.  Your 
dishes can be kept warm or refrigerated if necessary.  
Bring whatever you like – it’ll be a true potluck.  If 
you prefer to attend  
early service, you can stay through an “extended”  
coffee hour until the service ends or go run an errand 
and come back at 11:30.  We’ll have plenty of time to 
eat and visit together.  Questions?  Call Jen Gabl, 815-

Guide Book & Directory 
 
We are updating our annual Guide Book & Directory 
for the church.  This book is being provided and di-
rect-mailed to each family at no cost to our church, 
and it is again being subsidized by local businesses 
that advertise.  If you own or manage a business and 
would like to find out about advertising in our book, 
please call the Church Office. 
 
Also, please contact the office with any changes, ad-
ditions, or deletions that may have occurred in YOUR 
family over the past year, such as a change in phone 
number, address, children moving, etc. as well as 
whether or not you want your record published. 

PW Circles Joint Potluck Picnic 
June 14, 12 noon 

 
At Pat Costion’s, 515 Miami St., Joliet 

 
Bring a dish to share AND a guest! 

Call Pat at 815-592-1013 or email at 
pcostion@comcast.net to RSVP. 

 
Biking Group to Start 

 
   Parish Council is starting a new  

 bicycle riding small group for 
all ages and skill levels. The 
rides will be on area bike 
trails on Satur-

day or Sunday afternoons starting in June and go-
ing through October as weather permits.  If you are 
interested in being involved with these new group 
outings, text or call Jon Belfield at 815-592-0956.  

Ladies Paint Night 
 

Don’t forget—Ladies Paint Night is June 5th, starting 
at 5:30 p.m.  We must have a final count by June 1st.  
If you have signed up and will need childcare, please 
let Karissa know. 



Servants of Jesus Christ — 

Ministering to One Another, to Our Community, and to Our World 

Night Deacons Food Ministry 
 
On the first Sunday of each month, the Night 
Deacons collect monetary donations to fund 
our various ministries.   
 
Please use the special envelopes marked “Night 
Deacon Ministries” in the pew racks for your 
donation.  Thank you for your on-going sup-
port! 
 
Our next Night Deacons’ Free Pancake Break-
fast is Saturday, June 2, 8 to 10 a.m.  Come on 
out and help us serve and welcome those in our 
community who are hungry. 

 

Mission for the Homeless 
 

Our Mission to the Homeless continues—
providing needed items on a monthly basis to 
the homeless in our community.  Helping is 
easy—simply bring pop-top canned goods such 
as soups and stews, fruit with peel-off lids,  
toiletries, etc. and place them in the bins in the 
Narthex (check out the list of needed items in 
the Narthex).  Especially needed are warm 
socks. Then once a month we’ll pack up bags 
after worship and on Monday will deliver them 
to MorningStar Mission for distribution.  The 
next bag-packing day is Sunday, June 24.  
Please call Linda Zoellick at 520-400-8396, if 
you have questions or to offer your help.  

Our Night Deacons will again facilitate the free 
Summer Lunch Program, Monday through Fri-
day from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., from June 6 through 
August 17.  New this year:  Open Gym offered 
by Bo on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m.; Movie Day with Mark Morrison 
on Tuesdays; and Craft and/or Board Games on 
Thursdays and Fridays.  Additional volunteers 
are needed to manage the activities and help dis-
tribute the lunches.  Please call Barb Rodgers at 
815-439-3747 to offer your help. 
 
Children through 12th Grade will be served a 
FREE nutritious boxed lunch.  The program is 
funded by the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture and ad-
ministered by the Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion. 

Bhoke 
Mnanka 

Bhoke is one of the 3 
girls we support at Angel 
House Orphanage in Tan-
zania.  She is 17 years 
old.  Bhoke enjoys being 
in her church choir and 
she loves to sew, being 
one of the top sewers in 
the tailoring program.  
Science is her favorite 
subject and she would 
like to become a nurse.  
Bhoke enjoys playing 
soccer in her free time.   
She struggles a bit in school and has asked for 
your prayers for focus and determination in her 
studies. 
 

 
You can contribute to the church by simply making 
Amazon.com purchases through the web page, 
“smile.amazon.com”.  This is a simple way to con-
tribute .5% of Amazon purchases to the church! 



 

 

Children ’s Ministry News 

 
Vacation Bible School is upon us.  June 18-22 is a week that in 
many ways is transformational, both for us as a church and also for 
the kids and families attending.  By now you might be familiar 
with all the things we do during the VBS week:  music, Bible sto-
ries, testimonies and games are just the beginning of what this 
week brings.  Beyond all the activities, kids learn about sharing 
God’s love and what it means to be part of the greater community.  
In the past years we have had kids who ran a lemonade stand, did a 

car wash in their neighborhood or did chores in order to 
raise money for our VBS community projects.  Through 
these VBS projects we have helped donate backpacks and 
school supplies to kids in need in our own backyard.  
 
This year we will join the church in raising money for 
Feed My Starving Children, a ministry that provides meals 
to kids all around the globe.  I personally love their motto:  
“Turn Love Into Hope.”  That, I believe, contains the very 
message of the Gospel in such a practical way.  Too many 
times we speak love but forget to attach hands and feet to 

our words.  This is a project that combines speaking and  
                             doing and challenges each one of us to step out and turn love into action.  
 
So I would like to challenge you to do something about this project this summer.  You can 
join with the kids as they work on their VBS project, speak to your baseball team or soccer  
team about it, and encourage friends to put November 2-3 on their calendars and participate 
in our MobilePack Event. 
 
At the end of the VBS week there will be lots of smiles, but I pray and hope that lots more 
smiles will be found when that little nutrition-filled pack reaches the hands of a kid some-
where around the world. 
 
So pray for this week to be a week of impact  
and also that we can all “Turn Love Into 
Hope.” 
 
 
Blessings, 
Bo 

 

 

 



 
May was amazing!  At Wildfire we had our first skit lesson and a Jello fight.  I 
cannot even lie, the Jello fight was probably one of the funniest things I’ve ever 
done in my life.  I want to congratulate all the kids graduating 8th grade and high 
school!  May the next phase of your life be filled with growth, not only in 
knowledge but in yourself as well! 
 
Now that regular Youth Group meetings are on break for the summer, I would 
like us to come back and re-examine 1 Timothy 4:12.  "Don’t let anyone look 
down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity."  Are you setting a good exam-
ple for those around you?  This world has many temptations and we are living in 
a culture that says “if it feels good, do it!”  However, I will fight that mentality.  
For example, it may feel good to sit in a dark room while playing video games 
for 12 hours straight, but your body seriously misses Vitamin D and move-
ment!  I feel the summer is a time of heightened temptation for kids.  For my  
students, I want to challenge you to do three things every day this summer: 
 

Thank God  
Read One Bible Verse 

Pray For Someone 
 

It may seem small and thus a waste of time, but I promise you doing these three 
things will do more for you than you know.  Thanking God for every blessing 
(you better believe a bright sun is worth thanking Him for!  Even a nice parking 
spot can be a chance to praise Him!) helps keep us in an attitude of gratitude.  
Reading one verse every day helps build the habit of reading the Word daily.  
Why is it important to read Scripture?  Because the Bible is Truth.  I know that I 
need that Truth because this world is really noisy and not always nice.  Lastly, I 
highly recommend praying for someone you don’t like.  This prayer can be as 
simple as “God, I don’t know what this person needs but you do.  I’m praying for 
him/her” or as elaborate as praising God for creating a good quality in this person 
and then asking God to give them something that you want to see in their life 
(hope, love, security, etc…).  When you pray for someone your heart begins to 
change. The person may not change, but you will! 
 
Take Courage, guys!  Great things are ahead.  I look forward to many ice cream 
outings with you all as well as the fun summer events we have planned! 

 
Many Blessings, 
Karissa Fleming 
Karissa.Fleming@firstpresjoliet.org 
(815)727-9259 x207 
 

 

 

JOIN US THIS  
SUMMER FOR: 

 
June 10:  Tie Dying YG 
Shirts   
*after 2nd Sunday Potluck 
 
 
June 18-22:  VBS 
   *9 am to 12:00 pm daily 
 
 
June 24-30:  Sr. High  
Mission Trip 
 
 
July 8:  Hang Night 
*Sr. High Trip Reunion, 
 4 pm to 6 pm 
*All Youth Fellowship, 
 6 pm to 8 pm 
 
 
July 25-27:  Jr. High 
Mission Trip 
 
 
August 11:  Pool Party at 
Pritz’s 
*Jr. High Trip Reunion, 
 3 pm to 5 pm 
*All Youth Fellowship, 
 5 pm to 7 pm 
 
 
August 26:  Summer 
Review Night! 
*at Church, 
 6 pm to 7:30 pm 
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TO: 

6/1 2 Kings 6-8 PS 70 Rom 11 

6/2 2 Kings 9-10 Job 11 Rom 12 

6/3 Day Of Reflection: God as Restorer 

6/4 2 Kings 11-13 PS 71 Rom 13 

6/5 2 Kings 14-15 Job 12 Rom 14 

6/6 2 Kings 16-18 PS 72 Rom 15 

6/7 2 Kings 19-20 Job 13 Rom 16 

6/8 2 Kings 21-23 PS 73 1 Cor 1 

6/9 2 Kings 24-25 Job 14 1 Cor 2 

6/10 Day Of Reflection: God as Center 

6/11 1 Chron 1-3 PS 74 1 Cor 3 

6/12 1 Chron 4-6 Job 15 1 Cor 4 

6/13 1 Chron 7-9 PS 75 1 Cor 5 

6/14 1 Chron 10-12 Job 16 1 Cor 6 

6/15 1 Chron 13-15 PS 76 1 Cor 7 

6/16 1 Chron 16-18 Job 17 1 Cor 8 

6/17 Day Of Reflection: God as Living Water 

6/18 1 Chron 19-21 PS 77 1 Cor 9 

6/19 1 Chron 22-24 Job 18 1 Cor 10 

6/20 1 Chron 25-27 PS 78:1-24 1 Cor 11 

6/21 1 Chron 28-29 Job 19 1 Cor 12 

6/22 2 Chron 1-3 PS 78:25-48 1 Cor 13 

6/23 2 Chron 4-6 Job 20 1 Cor 14 

6/24 Day Of Reflection: God as Perfector 

6/25 2 Chron 7-9 PS 78:49-72 1 Cor 15 

6/26 2 Chron 10-12 Job 21 1 Cor 16 

6/27 2 Chron 13-15 PS 79 2 Cor 1 

6/28 2 Chron 16-18 Job 22 2 Cor 2 

6/29 2 Chron 19-21 PS 80 2 Cor 3 

6/30 2 Chron 22-24 Job 23 2 Cor 4 
Chron = Chronicles; PS = Psalms; 
Rom = Romans; Cor = Corinthians 

 


